And in the churchyard...
The tomb of the unknown victim Early on 6th
November 1930, a man was seen hurrying away
from a burning car in Hardingstone Lane. He was
later identified as Alfred Rouse, who tried to fake
his own death by picking up a stranger somewhere
on the road, rendering him unconscious, then
pouring petrol over the car and victim and setting
them alight. He was hanged for murder in 1931,
but the victim has not yet been identified.

Welcome to St Edmund’s, Hardingstone
A Brief Tour of Our Family Church

Commonwealth War Grave Many of the village’s
fallen are not buried here but commemorated on memorials and on some
family gravestones in the churchyard. However, CQMS G Frost, who died
4th July 1919, is recognised by the CWGC as having an official war grave.
He lived on The Green and served with the Royal Army Service Corps.

Welcome to the Parish Church of Hardingstone. St Edmund was a 9 th
century East Anglian King, martyred by invading Danes. He was the patron

saint of England until Richard the Lionheart preferred St George.
The first known incumbent was recorded in 1223, but there had already
been a church here for some time when Simon de Senlis, 2 nd Earl of
Northampton, founded the Cluniac priory of St Andrew in Northampton,
between 1093 and 1100. He endowed it richly, including his lands in
Hardingstone and the church itself. Families living on the estate have
supported the church throughout the centuries, especially those who lived
at Delapré Abbey after the dissolution of the monasteries.

Thank you for visiting our ancient church; we hope that you have
enjoyed your visit and that you will return in the future.
Please sign our Visitor’s Book.

We hope that you feel the peaceful and loving atmosphere
as you visit our church today.

A Tour of St Edmund’s Church
1. Now the main
entrance, the North
Porch was added to the
church in the 14th century.
The wooden boards on
both sides of the door list
the Hardingstone Vicars
since 1223.

2. The Font was given to the church by Robert
Palgrave in 1869, architect of the major Victorian
restoration of the church at that time. The original
14th century font was rediscovered in 1962,
abandoned in the churchyard, and now stands in
the South Aisle.
3. The base of the Tower is the oldest part
of the church, predating Delapré Abbey
and the Battle of Northampton, housing 5
bells, 3 dated 1669, one from 1682 and
one from 1871. The tower was blocked off
and used as a store room for many years
but opened up again in 1869. On the wall
of the raised ringing chamber are several
plaques recording charitable donations.

10. The Rysbrack Monument This large marble
monument depicts portrait busts of Bartholomew
Clarke of Roehampton (d. 1746), father of the 1st
Lady Bouverie to live at Delapré, and Hitch Young
(d. 1759) brother to Mrs. Clarke. Jan Michiel
Rysbrack was a notable 18th century Flemish
sculptor, whose busts and funerary monuments of
prominent men of his day include the monument to
Isaac Newton in Westminster Abbey.

11. Hatchments. On the south wall
of the chancel are 2 large diamondshaped black wooden plaques
displaying the coat of arms of the
deceased. Nearest the window is for
Revd. Wade, incumbent 1792-1820,
and the other is for General E W
Bouverie (d.1871) who was a great
Hardingstone benefactor. A 3rd
hatchment for Edward Bouverie
(d.1858) is above the arched door to
the Tower.

9. Sedilia. In the south wall
of the chancel is an
Elizabethan stone seat tomb
with an arch with some
foliage decoration in the
supporting pilaster. The front
was replaced upside down
during 19th century works.
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8. The Chancel. Under the altar
are the tombs of Bartholomew
Tate (d.1707) and his mother
Mary (d.1699). There is a vault
beneath the chancel for
members of the Bouverie family,
whose plaques are on the north
wall; the plaques on the south
wall are for the family members
buried in the Bouverie vault
outside in the churchyard.
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4. In the south west corner is an oak
War Memorial to the fallen of the
village that won the Royal British
Legion Indoor Memorial Cup in
2015. Adjacent is a poppy for Pte
Albert Stanton from the Tower of
London ‘Blood Swept Lands and
Seas of Red’ exhibition in 2014,
donated by his niece Gillian Barker.
5. The stained-glass St Edmund Window in the south
aisle shows St Edmund and St Dorothea. Designed and
made by Mr E W Twining of Pike Lane in 1929, it was
repainted by noted local artist, David Gommon in 1984.

9 11

7
4

South Aisle

5

Hervey Chapel

13th Century
14th Century

6

15th Century

18th Century
Modern

6. The Harvey Chapel was added in the 15th century
and houses the fine alabaster 2-tier memorial to
Stephen Harvey, auditor of the Duchy of Lancaster
(d.1606), his wife Annie (d.1590) and their 3 sons, all
kneeling. The youngest, Stephen Harvey, citizen and
merchant of London 'by whose appointment this
monument was erected', is in the middle. To the sides
are Sir Francis Harvey, Judge of the Common Pleas
(eldest son, d.1632) 'lyeth hereby buried', and William
Harvey (d.1633), buried at Weston Favell. The white
marble tomb opposite is that of Sir Stephen Harvey,
Knight of the Bath (d.1630), son of Sir Francis.

7. Bevington Organ
Dedicated in 1894 after a
prolonged negotiation
between the Bevington
Co. and Revd Hughes.
The cost was £345, the
main benefactors were
Lt.Col. E W Gilbert, in
memory of his father,
Rev. Gilbert (1842-1863),
and J.A.S. Bouverie of
Delapré Abbey.

